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ing hypocrites to encumber the earth like unclean 
vermin, then educate them to feed on the crumbs 
from Dives' banquet table and take his cast-off 
clothing with thankfulness. Unless labor is em- 
ployed, capital cannot increase, it can only concen- 
trate. -Minus employment at remunerative wages, 
labor is left without I lever with which to lift it- 
Belf to perfect life and must sink back to harhar- 



tn the stale old city of Philadelphia ii man has 
bean arrested and fined for kissing liis wife on the 
street. It may have been the wrong place on 
which to have planted a kiss, but bin plain duty was 
to have gone to Pittsburg and there kissed some- 
body else's wife, and he would have found immun- 
ity from punishment. 

Polities is the fine art of perverting the will of 
the people. Statecraft, properly understood, aims 
to promote it. The American woods are full of 
politicians with never a statesman in sight who is 
accorded the privileges that are due him. Consis- 
tency is a jewel not to be found in the casket of our 
modern Jonah's. 



IS CUBAN LIBERTY IN DANGER? 

II Cuba lose her freedom .' Is the republic o 



si 

the down grade! Must their blood-bought liberty 
be taken from them and the people of the island 
absorbi'd by the United States under the guise of 
a "benevolent assimilation/" 

T^ese questions are pertinent in face of the re- 
cent rebellious uprising in the Pearl of the Antilles, 
but 1 'resident 1'alrua can take it for granted that 
Oyster Hay will not permit tl 
anjrflonger than it takes the reli 
trad;- between this country and ( 
ter pay has not been beard froii 
ing, it will not be so long as the 
itself to a few isolated di 

nothing worse than the shooting of H few ninil 
guards on lonely highways. Theodore Roosevelt, 

however, will not Ions,' tolerate a guerilla warfare, 
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If the story of Genesis is to be believed, woman 
is the only creature extant that was not evolved 
out of nothing, and this is why, presumably, she 
usually amounts to something. Adam was made 
out of a hole in the atmosphere, but when it came 
to woman something more substantial was needed. 
And today, in the aggregate, she is n 
and moral superior. 

• • • • 

The religionists in Kentucky are doing their 
' ■vel best to make religion unprofitable and un- 
opular, but like the soldiers who are said to have 
in died Christ, they "know not what they do." 
years they have needed cash to keep up 
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address advise this office be church but the tearful pleadings of the preach- 
ell as the new address. s r combined with threats of cutting off the celes- 
; astieal insurance guaranteed upon paid up prem- 
icription .iay u '•' '" ! iums failed to make the contribution plates even a 

trifle heavier by what they contained. Now they are 
combining to shut out all opposition and leave the 
people no alternative on Sunday, but the church. 




Don 't ask to be excused. 

• • • • • 

First sow the seed if ye wouJ reap. 

• • • • • 

Our human life is just what we make it. 

The world has troub'es of its own, don't increase 
them. 

Frcethought calls Christian sinners to repentance 
both by word and deed. 

• • • • • 

In this country the Christian church has become 
hopelessly struck in the Serbonian bogs of a brain- 
less bigotry. 

While it may be true that the Almighty got 
quick action on Aiuiauias, he is probably reserving 
the preachers for the "wrath to come." 

• ■ • • • 

If the church hail its way, every man and woman 
would be made a devout worshipper at the shrine 
of its Christ, not by love, out by due process of 
law. 

• • • • • 

The surest method of testing the value of reli- 
gion is to cast it into the crucible where every as- 
sumption of science is tried by lire, and if it be true 
it will come forth clothed with a deathless splen- 
dor, otherwise, relegate it to the rubbish heap. 



iost enough to make a man sell his extra pair 
i, pawn his overcoat and hire his 

cheerfully fork over Jthe^". 
,pei, the proiriiilga- (ri 
tion of saving grace. This is the rock upon which 
the Lord has built his church in Kentucky. 



THE WIDOW, 
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EGOTIST. 



BANK ROLL, THE 



The egotist is always a poor loser, and it is the 
most natural thing in the world for him to "Hol- 
ler." It seldom occurs to such a one that love is a 
dangerous game to play and oft begun in wanton 
mischief, ends in madness. This is precisely what 
has happened to a Scotch butcher in Philadelphia, 



The 



ope 



id 



union of all the mighty forces that make ft 
emancipation of the race. A union of all the arts 
and sciences, of persons and principles, admittedly 
good. Then will the cruel age of iron be trans- 
formed into ail age of gold in which there will be 
neither millionaire nor mendant, 
slave. 

If yon want to degrade a people beyond 
tion; if you want to transform them into c 
tible peons ; if you want to make of them but whin- 



tiom: courtesy we professed, at the time, that it 
was foreign aggression that wc feared most. No1 h- 
ing was said about the operation of the Monroe 
doctrine, supposing that did not go far enough. 

From this viewpoint it is not possible for Cuba 
to indulge in any of those South American revolu- 
tions, which, like a mushroom, spring up in a night, 
if it did, the uprising would not be made worthy of 
mention in history, and yet, it may be in reality, the 
beg uiling of the end. Tomas Estrada Palma may 
be the last as well as the first Cuban president. Left 
to a vote of its own people, Cuba would, doubt 
less, decline to become a part of the United States, 
but should the crisis come the Cubans will have 
just about as much voice in the matter as the Fili- 
pinos had. Spain was driven out of Cuba be- 
cause she had created conditions that were intol- 
erable to American trade and commerce? Then 
would not that commerce be just as badly crippled 
by * revolution ,' And is not the United States, in 
a way, responsible for the republic of Cuba and a 
standing guarantee of her peace and quietude'/ 
Then note how feasy it is for the imperial party in 
America and tha annexation party in Cuba to fo- 
ment internecina*trife in the little republic, for the 
mere privilege/of undertaking a pretended consis- 
tent intervention by military force and Congres- 
sional decree* of ultimate annexation. 

few Vears ago the prophecy was made that 
Americans residing m Cuba would sooner or 
•kmp st^ite tor the sole and only purees of 
glvCig the United Stales an excuse for "benevo- 
lent y assimilating," the island and its people. 
While this dees not appear to be the case just now, 
yet the excuse is at hand ready for use. Can it be 
possible that such an event is a probability and 
that we have given Cuba her freedom for the mere 
pleasure of wresting it from her again by forcing 
her to become an adjunct of this republic? 

Political freedom is as dear to any people as 
religious freedom and it is to be devoutly hoped 
that the sober judgment of the Cuban people will 
prevail to enable them to continue in the enjoyment 
of that liberty which belongs to them by right. 

A FEW PLAIN FACTS 

But few of our subscribers have written upon 
the Mibjeet of the proposed increase in the price of 
subscription, but interestedtrieuds have communi- 
cated with us, advising against the step, in that the 
tendency is now to popularise literature of all 
kind-, especially liberal literature, as an induce- 
ment towards an increased circulation which natur- 
aly carries with it a wider circle of readers thereby 
enhancing the opportunities for human advance- 
ment. 

These are precisely the views entertained by the 
Blade. We have been bitterly opposed to making 
any increase in the aunual subscription and our 
hope has been that we might cheapen it still further 
could a larger circulation be assured for we prefer 
ten thousand subscribers at one dollar each, to a 
smaller subscription list at a higher rate. The 
former would result in far greater good and all that 
the Blade asks is a fair living from its publication, 
it is not our desire to make money. Could we be 
saaured ot the ability to meet current expenses and 
live, we would never sanction any inerease in the 
subscription rate. This has been tried, however, 
and in vain. Even with the clubs of live at 50 each 
and our constant appeals for a stronger effort to 
secure new subscribers, the result has not been flat- 
taring. We are, therefore, confronted with two 
alternatives, namely, either to increase the price, 
or cut down the cost of publication which means to 
reduce the paper in some way. We cannot enter- 
tain the thought of the latter alternative for the 
retinue of servants and moved about with that ease Blade must not only live, but it must maintain a 
and graee which surest ed plenty of ready money, high standard as a Freethought publication and 
It never occured to him that a woman in such an en- ; we wouk i ra ther ask our sobaeriben for fifty cents 
1 additional than impair the paper. 

s a suggestion which is 
put into effective oper- 
i another column of this 
lumber of Freethinkers 



Blade would meet with a similar experience. Theor- 
ies will not pay for the publication of any paper. 
There is too much practicality about the busi- 
ness. 

While on this subject, it would be well to be 
honest with our readers and lay the facts before 
them. The Blade now enjoys a circulation slightly 
in excess of 3,000 copies. When our late editor 
passed away and his hand was taken from the 
helm, many, who had taken the paper for his sake 
alone, ceased to subscribe for it longer. Happily 
their places were taken by others who found a new- 
re charm about the Blade so that tha circulation 
baa maintained its standing. Of the 3,000 subscrib- 
ers more than one-half are delinquent, so this 
leaves us with less than 1,500 paid up. Some of 
these n new on the fifty-cent club plan which cuts 
down the annual revenue of the paper to something 
like $1,000 per year. The receipts from advertising 
are practically nil as our readers can very well de- 
termine. With these figures before them our read- 
ers and the Liberals, generally, may know just 
what we have to contend with. 

It is when we reach the cost of publication that 
the saddest portion of this story must be told. 
Counting the cost of setting 2-i columns of type, the 
press work, the folding and mailing, the cost of the 
paper, the ink, the mail charges, to say nothing of 
rent, light and power, brings the total average cost 
of publishing the paper eaeu week to about $40.00. 
Multiply that sum by b\>, the number of weeks in 
each year, and we get jjeuoo.UO, a sum larger than 
we actually receive, so that the new editor of the 
Blade is compelled to dive into his jeans for the 
balance of the money needed which bo earns by 
job printing, and as for his services to the paper, 
the hours of labor, the midnight toil, all becomes 
a labor of love absolutely without compensation or 
d, other than good-will, good-fsilowahip and 
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nd, it I 



■ight. 



So it happens, then, that the widow, she with the 
bank roll, and "such a lonesomeness, " has been 
heard from again. It is an old, old story, and ori- 
ginated in Eden, or somewhere between Poker 
Flats and Yuba Dam. If the letters now on file in 
the United States Courts, carried by an Inspector 
who had been commissioned for that purpose, can 
be judged aright, the lonesome widow has not only- 
been heard from once, but the canny Scot heard 
from her several times, and she from him, but the 
man is not alone in his distress and disappoint- 
ment, for, Lo, there have been others before him 
and there will be many, many others after him. 
Irue, some profess to believe that the original 
00 man has quit the business, but the matrimon- 
jay is always with us and he is here to stay, 
he Philadelphia Seot must be the original suck- 
rho is said to be reborn every ten minutes, if the 



lispa 



This 



is that Philadelphia is his habitat, but he is 
not altogether indigenous to that soil, for he flour- 
ishes everywhere and he is simply corroborative 
evidence of the fact that the average man con- 
siders himself the real thing. 

Falling into a trap set by one of the matrimon- 
ial agencies, through the medium of an advertise- 
ment, this Philadelphia business man, who had ac- 
cumulated more boodle than sense, opened up a 
correspondence with a New York widow who de- 



ed ; 



able husl 



true helpmeet." After a few preliminaries he vis- 
ited the object of his affections and found that 
she was, so to speak, all to the good. She kept 



Hudson River ; 
to any of i 



vironinent had no need to cross the 
in search of a helpmeet. It doesn't i 
them. The sucker is too self-ecu 



cd. 



It 
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his viewpoint, for I woman who was residuary 
legatee to a chain of retail stores and impresario to 
a retinue of servants, to select him from among a 
century's worth of eligibles, because he had a 
"loving disposition." Well, he dreamed and failed 
to wake up until he had lavished $2,800 upon the 
object of his intentions, and then, the door was shut 
in his face. What a finale, but the awakening 
came too late. After this he squealed because he 
had lost in a game which he invited and encourag- 
ed. 



of < 



His 
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issue. It is tns 

agree to donate live dollars a yi 
with the understanding that extra copies of the 
paper should be sent out for one half the amount 
each week. As it is the circulation we mostly de- 
sire, the Blade would be willing to mail out extra 
copies for the entire amount thus subscribed as the 
total receipts would thus be enhanced ami the 
cost of each individual paper thereby decreased 
But can it be done' Other papers have tried the 
same experiment and failed, hence, we opine the 



they do not buy bread. Theae are the conditions 
we have to face and this is why the alternatives 
above suggested are confronting us. 

From this, it will be »ucu, aud we trust our 
friends will not misjudge us, that it is necessary 10 
increase the subscription rutUer than let the Blade 
be published on a cheaper plan, 

SUNDAY OBSERVANCE IN LEXINGTON 

The cloven foot has made its appearance in Lex- 
iugton, ».i,J, ..a luigiit nave been expected, it came 
in priestly garb. With such a captain and a crew 
such as only he can procure, it is small wonder 
that Lexiiigtouians imagine that the city is going 
rapidly to the devil. 

Uuly a few months ago the church advocates set 
up a brilliant argumeut for the closing of saloons 
on Sunday, an argument based solely upon the 
physieal needs of man, demanding one day in each 
week free from evil contaminations and innocent 
amus e m en t. On its face this argument is a good 
one and there is naught in it to which any sensi- 
ble, reasoning person can seriously object. But no 
sooner had official sanction been given to the Sun- 
day closing of the saloons, than the church began 
to demand and insist upon a Sunday attendance at 
church, thereby revealing the cloven foot beneath. 
Xo sooner had the parks been thrown open and 
music furnished for the Sunday recreation of the 
people, even before the last peal of children's 
laughter had died away and the last note of the 
music had melted into the throbbing atmosphere, 
than the religious busy bodies begun to term it, 
through hidden sentences, as a desecration of the 
Sabbatht, and a pretenee of "Worshipping god in 
Nature." 

As a general rule the Catholic and Episcopalian 
clergy are not as prone as the ordained represen- 
tatives of the other sects to interfere with the 
rights and privilege of the citizen. When the Cath- 
olic worshipper has been to mass and that mass is 
over the Sunday is practically over and the priest 
cares not to exercise any further control over his 
actions for the balance of that day. The Catholic's 
religion has been fully conserved by his atten- 
dance at mass and the remainder of the day is his 
Own. With the Episcopal church there has been 
little tendency toward religious intolerance in 
America, but with the other sects, it has been vast- 
ly different. And right here it can be truthfully 
said that only bigotry, born of ignorance and nurs- 
ed by insolence will presume to dictate to an Amer- 
ican citizen how he shall spend his Sunday. If he 
u iahes for the green fields where he can enjoy see- 
ing his balms roll in childish glee, that is his busi- 
ie H and nobody on the face of the earth has a right 
to say to him, nay. 

This time, the Blade regrets to say, the complaint 
ot desecrating the Sabbath comes from W. T. Cap- 
ers, Dean of Christ Church Cathedral. The Blade 
had looked upon him, judged by his published ser- 
mons, as a man of broad and liberal mind, save for 

us credal influences. Sieaing the opportunity at 
a non-sectarian religious gathering, held in a place 
"l public meeting, he took occasion to refer to the 
.cent ateaing of the saloons on Sunday and the 
news papers, in reporting his sermon, quote him as 
saying : 

"We hear much talk of the closing of the saloons 
and g amblin g dens mi Sunday, and we should all 
be thankful to God I'm- the stand that our Governor 
and Mayor have taken. But their efforts will be 



(Continued on Page 4, first column.) 



FREE LOVE NOT 
LICENTIOUSNESS 



are made or developed on c 
i and bweothearts and loving w 

Dther, if from no other motives 
than that it Is to their interest to be 
One of Its Advocates Declares That if so. U he appreciates her worth and An Article 
It Was Properly Understood It she hit, what stronger bonds do they 
Would Be Instantly Adopted. require to bind them together fur 

life? Each one thus unconsciously 

(BY HERMAN WETTSTEIN.) and undesignedly cultivates those 
The reason Free Love, Socialism characteristics which distinguish the 
and Anarchism make such slow head- nwM lnioband ii.d the Ideal w f; 
way Is because their principles are nnd this cultivation of their best 
not generally understood. If the light Qualities will continue until the ful- 
the Ailment of their respective duties to- 



hat time he calls hell. Despair then|sunda: 
is hell. But as he thought of 
both to himself and the par- 
•pented and said, "Yet will I 
look again toward they holy temple 
by the Publi- (of politics.) 



ABOUT JONAH AND 
THE WHALE 



• When my soul fainted within me 
remembered the baron." So Jonah 
returned to the convention hall and 
said that he was ready to accept the 
nomination now and with thanks, and 
promise 



Jects of these doctrines they would 
be instantly adopted and carried into 
execution in the most peaceable tnan- 



I Bf ALBERT VALE). 
The reading of Mr. Flnnej 
MOO ranted! me to send the 

lory of Jonah and the whale. "But I will sacrifice unto thee with 

First, we must understand that In ,he voice of thanksgiving; I will pay 

the original book the word God be- ,hat ,hat 1 nave vowed - Salvation Is 



to them, part and parcel of 
their very being, with the result that 
each one will be true to the o'hf- to 



ner. But priestcraft and statescraC. the end of their lives. This Is 

the world's oppressors, resort to every CepUoo ot marital relations 

means, fair and foul, to nilsreprejei.t WIS exist under a Freelove 

the principles involved in order to *ltet n,:) n IBM been educated 

leave the masses in the dark regard ceptins its principles with al 

ing what their advocates seek to ac requirements and nidations. 



complish. So far from "irrevocably 
trying to wreck society" their sole 
object Is to elevate mankind to high 
er planes of existence by educating 
the brute instincts of animalism and 
avarice out of him. No one expects 
that these ends will be attained dur- 
ing the present generation, nor in the life, un 
i to do its of 



"second na- gun w)th a caplul meant nalure( of the Lord." (The baron is right; 

itural conditions, natural guide and no name DUt Jonah ' s can save 
at all other gods were men, or tho Gl(C,i <»> ) - "And the baron speaks 
I fish, etc. 

if Jonah's despair. The be- 
Bonie of the petty gods, were only Bjnnin* °* the next chapter tells of 
men with titles, or who held oflices. ,( " lah 's nomlnatlton and his election- 
Next we must ' recollect that much eormK ,our - t,U wlthln rort - v davf » of 
transposition and change ha» been (lu( ' tum - wiie «i he prophesied th* 
during past centuries; and fa " ,,f tl,e ,hen n,lin 8 P a «y- "So the 



Gods 



iiiul , 



touveiselv, unite husband and ' next . we must know that iwliUcs and p, ' OI)1 ° °* N,nevah believed God, (be- 
ife by compulsory laws, the result, : elections were, ages ago, the same as sackolotn (Irritation) 
3 has been found in the vast nuij. t- the? are now, and we shall readily 
7 of cases, is that whatever evil : understand the situattion. 
aits may exist in the mental or I Kiisl, I will quote from the New 
loral make-up of the man or woman j Testament, L Cor, 8:6, "As there be 
the very start of their married ; go ds many, and lords many, Jonah 
rls to develop undj. ■lvd»| 1Ma a politician, and the word (com- 
there maud) of the Jewish Lord of politics 



i of time, the pro- seems to be no special need to sup- (some 
movements press them. Realizing that each ont | him, 
by the ph.vsiological is now tied to the other to all intents ([^ e 
I the lower faculties of man and purposes for lift, they feel at ltl> 
ase in the same ratio lu which eny to give full vent to the.r true 
his intellectual faculties increase. characieristics and inclinations, how- 
Now, while I am Free-lover in th. o- BTOr evil they mav be. Tho mask 
ry only, 1, with the majority of my which Lad been assiduously 



confreres, do not contend even theo 



hold that only in monogamic rela- 
tions can true marital felicity be se- 
cured — paradoxical as this proposi- 
tion may appear at a superficial 
glance. The true principle of Free 
love was very happily expressed by 
Editor Sercombe of 'Tomorrow" iu 
these words, which appeared in his 
letter to you In the Blade of the 5lh 



fore marriage Is contemptuously 
oast aside a<» an utterly useless ap- 
purtenance. Instead of turning their 
good Qualities into the proper chan- 
nels for development, their most evil 
propensities are allowed to "run 
riot" under the impression that they 
are at liberty to do so and that the 



ashes (the ruins of past hopes). 
And they were so badly scared that 
ihey revised the party platform and 
promised all manner of reform, for 
they said: Who can tell but the peo- 
ple in their fierce anger may turn 
the election against us? The transpo- 
sition now carries us to the fifth 
verse of the next chapter, where we 
ie°oppos7uTpa"' flnd Jonah 8ltt,ng on tne 6481 8lde of 
... and cry against lhe clt} ' of N»"»*vah (that he might 
it, (he had just discovered that the /' at ^_ lhe _^ rst ~ 
other party was wicked and that the 
people needed a change). "But Jonah 



•gardless of weather, or It 

represents a drive of several times 
across the continent. At the ordinary- 
speed of the farm horse this man 
WOttM spend about a year and a half 
on the road to and from church and if 
he went to work with the determine 
Hon to enrn the money he could, 
without doubt, earn $1,500. 

There is usually some string tied 
to a man's will, but when mothers 
show such small appreciation of un 
Just examples by retaining such 
grisly grip on money as the above 
case Indicates, how are we justified In 
expecting that an era of Justice or 
humane Ideas can be Inaugurated? 



THE HISTORY 

OF RELIGION 



That Only 
True Savior, 
Leader. 



Demand for a 



id duke or baron), 



Frc 



SUSAN J. PECK.) 
i the teachings that conscience 



rose up to flee unto Tarshlsh from the 
pn Ml M l I the Lord, and went down 
to Joppa." 

In reality Jonah informed the Lord 
(the baron) thtat he should not ac- 
eept the nomination for a high office, 
(.the presidency for instance), be- 
cause he believed his name too weak 
carry the election; but that he 



self, being; would acxpt a lower one (that 0l gov . " «*; the 
Matters O rnor. we will savi. J.,nna th* vvas ,uat Jouan was 



"it is only when love L 



may thus grow from bad to worse un- 
til fina 



Summing up all facts and expe- 



I free these words: "I want you to dis- 
tinctly understand that I will do Just 
as I please, so what are you going to 

the relations of 
love and sex are known Lo be en- 
tirely too delicate to brook interfer- 
ence by church or state, only then, under too marriage system now In 
wuen men are always suitors and vogue wedlock is a failure in the ma- 
women always sweethearts will the jority ol cases, while there Is every 
influence of the heart as well as the reason to believe that with the abol 
pressure of the outside world, hold ishment of all marriage laws the 

husbands will always remain suitors I man unto his go< 
and tha wives amiable sweethearts, perior iu station, or sought aid from 
This appears to ' 
sense" v^ew of it, I cannot see.it 
In any either light. 
Well matched couples, that is, duti- 



'ihe question now arises: What 
will make of men alwavs lovers or. 
suitors and of women always sweet- 
hearts and amiable wives? The an- 
swer must be, first ol all. found in the 
word "education. ' This Is why 1 rec 
ognize that it will take several gen- 
erations before a Free-love system 1 not be. 

present crude slate of man ii would should 
be unwise to abolish legal restraints One s> 
in social, marital and economical (po- 
litlcal) affairs, but education will 



our liberties utterly unnecessary and 
this Is what the votaries oi the doc- 
trines under consideration are trying 
to make the masses understand, in 
education lies the hey to the solution 
of the problems involved. Teach the 
, In the first place, the right- 
s of monogamy in so far as it 



within his own mind;, 
die warea that w*re 
(threw out all 

jept Jonah's) into the sea to 
it of them. But Johah was gone 

together by man-made laws, and dowu Into the sides oj? the ship; and 
ill-mated ones cannot be and should ne lay and was fas/ asleep." (He 
J/tOvm the utter imprac- wuid not be arouse/I to the situation 
all marriage laws which of danger to the party). So the ship- 
fore be abolished. .uaster (chairman of the convention) 
m demoralizes (or has a came u> him and said 
tendency iu that direction, at least), 
while the other exalts or elevates the 
human character, as we have seen, 
and makes happy and contented cou- 
ples through ihe necessary' cultiva- 
tion of character from motives of 
mlf-fnMrei! alone. Take It home to 



ernor. we will say). Joppa 
town rtrart the political convention 
was ueld, Tarshlsh the lower office, 
the ship the convention, the sen the 
uncertainty, the dry laud the certain- 
ty of the results. "But the Lord sent 
out a great wind into the aea (the 
baron was angry), and there *as a 
mighty tempest In the sea (political 

breea. I, so that the ship was like to aud Ulerciful Uo your favorite parti 
be broken," (which nearly broke up sIow to (vvasnt muctt tor ■» 

the convention). Then the mariners lord ' tho baron > lu be angry £or) auU 
(politicians) were afraid, (of losing of great kindn< -™. tto those in now- 
the coming election) and cried every er ^ and lu P e,llesl thee of the evil (for 
thine own convenience). Take, I be- 
seech tbee, my life from me, It is bet- 
ter for me to die than to live." He 



is man's true saviour, since it saves 
aim from sin, the condition most nee- 
essarry to be saved from, Heb. 9:9, 
that could not make him that did 
th eservlce perfect, as pertaining to 
the conscience,") and "therefore be 
ye perfect," the custom arose of call- 
ton ! ,ng those who were conscientious not 
h, (frail only their own savlous, but so far as 
3, which their just measures were applied to 
public affairs, the savoirs of others, 
and such persons were In time called 
Jturtna, or Jesus, meaning the just 
oat ; and such saviors were many. 
And those whose cause was just came 
also to be called Jesus. We have the 
example of the king who sought to 
-•(tire his father's usurped throne. 

often there were those who, dur- 
ing their youth, earned the title of 
Jesus (moderns employ the word 
But It displeased Jonah exceed- honorable), who later forfeited their 
iugly, and he was very angry aud claims to the character, but who still 
said, There I told you so. And he retained the name, as their injustice 
prayed unto the baron and said: Uils unknown to the public. The one 
Lord, was not this my saylug? whose genealogy is given in Mat- 
Therefore, I fled before unto Tar thew is such an example, 
shish, lor I knew that thou art a gra- Although the New Testament gives 
clous God, (when it suits you to be) ,he .genealogies of but two of the| 
many persons called Jesus, we find 



protection), awaiting resul 
we may learn by reading the last 
verse of the preceding chapter. 
"And God saw their works that they 
turned from their evil ways (reformed 
the party platform, elc.,) and God re- 
pented of the evil that he said that 
he would do unto them, (the baron 
had promised to pull the wires in 
favor of Jonah's party), and he did 



JEWISH PEDDLERS 
AT WORKJN ECYPT 

Argument in Poetry upon the Doings 
Of the Lord's Chosen People in 
The Land of Pharoah. 

(By ED. E. JONES.) 
Ex. v. 18 "Go now therefore and 
work: (there were too many middle 
men), for there shall no straw be 
given you." xv. " The enemy said, I 
will divide the spoil. 

All over Egypt's land they wandered, 
And the substance of Its farmers 
squandered; 

Kor the goods they sold them, though 
licensed by law, 



Said Pharaoh, when their license they 
paid, 

Where were you when these bricks 
were made? 
They answered, Out in the country 
side; 

For the license you granted, reached 



But. Pharaoh said, "I can never build 
Walls that will last, with bricks that 
are filled 

With straw from the farms where 
they owe me the rent, 
Why is It that ye are on mischief 
bent?" 

Sell better goods at a lower price, 
' cannot afford that ye profit twice; 

I'm willing the plunder to divide 
That ye gather along the country- 
side. 

But after this, recollect that my law 
Requires, that ye gather yourselves 
the straw; 
For until this time your license has 

Only what the farmers have lost. 

For high priced goods and worthless 



e*U upon thy God (bring to thine aid 
thy natural intellect and reason In 
the matter, il so be that God will 
think upon us, lit your mind could be 
>o condescending) that we (the par- 
all ye who are happily i> j perish not!" 

yourselves: Is it And they said every one to his fel- 



your love and appreciation of your low, come, and let us cast lota (begin 

male's virtues that unites you in the balloting). So they cast lots and 

"holy wedlock," o- the solemn oath the lot fell upon Jonah. " But Jonah 

t of both sexes (as soon you took at the hymeneal altar? Sup- was still obdurate. "Then said they 

*s the brute instincts are disciplined pose laws were now passed nullify- unto him, tell us, we pray thee, for 
out of the human race;, inculcate the ing your vows to love, cherish and , whose cause this evil la upon us? 

principle that it is of the utmost ue- j protect, would that in the least affect W hat is thine ocupation? and whence 

cessity that all Bhouid "love and your relations and demeanor towards comest thou? What is thy country 

cherish each other until deatth dothjjour husband or wife? Would you and of what people art thou? (Which 



the mention of others. In Acts 1:23 
we read of "Joseph, who was sur 
aaiued Justus," or Joseph the just, 
and in II. Cor. 11:4, **lf he that Com- 
eth preacheth another Jesus whom 
we have not preached, ye might well 
bear with him," (ye might be ben- 
was so angry that he wished that efltted by the teachings 

WWfld kill fri a r " And the j U8t one). As Injustice was so often 



Lon God (the baron) naturally pre- 
pared a gourd and made it to come up 
over Jonah that It might be a shad- 
ow over his head to deliver him from 
his grief. So Jonah was exceedingly 
glad of the gourd." 

In other words, the baron before 
the election returns had been made 
public comforted Jonah with the 
hope of something at the next elec- 
tion. "But God (natural conse- 
quences) prepared a worm (destroy- 
er), when the morning rose next day 
(when the result of the election was 
made public, and It smote the gourd 
that it withered (the hopes of his fu- 
ture sucess). And it came to pass, 
when the sun did arise (when the 
people heard the news) that God pre- 
pared a vehement east wind (the 
voice of the people, which swept away 
the last of the withered hopes 



them part" without any compulsion 
man-made laws may impose. With 
this ground-work for free wedlock es- 
tablished and fully understood by the 
contracting parties each one will real- 
ize that it is to both his and her in- 
terests to always so conduct himself 
and herself that neither side will ever 
jiice any inclination to forsake 
t the other, provided always 
thtat love brought them together in sible degree' 



together iu 
ever? Would 



not resent the very id< 
would it not draw y< 
stronger Ixjnds than 
you not be more 

ever, make life to him or her more 
pleasant than ever in order to still 
more strengthen the ties of love that 
unite you? Would this not hat 



might he rendered, you are 
ibis trouble. Are jou 
and did you come from New York to 
thts convention? Is this the United 
States and are you an American? 

And he said utto them, I am a 
Hebrew; and I fear the Lord (the 
a baron), the God of heaven, (world ol 
ect etlect ot developing mind), which (not whom you will ob- 
es to the highest pes serve) hath made the sea and the dry 
And ye who are un- land (uncertainty and certainty). 



the first place, and this should be the congenially mated, how much re- "Then said they unto him. What shall 

main desideratum iu all events. In [ straint does jour marriage vow im- we do unto thee (what shall we offer 

other words, when nothing but true pose upon your natural inclinations, fheej that the sea may be calm unto 

action unites husband and wife (aud they good, bad or indifferent? If ur (.that the uncertainty may be at 

they may still be so regarded under !>ad, will they not eventually "run an endj. "And he said unto them, 

a Free-love system), they will recog- riot" In promiscuous intercourse de- Take me up and cast me for-.h into' 

the fact that all depends upon spite your oath, aud if good, will the the sea (accept my proposal to throw 



given the people in the name of jus- 
tice, 

least to quote and trust those who 
were, or appeared to be Just, became 
so strong that the introduction of a 
new leader was difficult. Thus arose 
the worship (following) of men rath- 
than principle. 

The Leader Wanted. 

When once such introduction had 
been acomplished, the people hailed 
with Joy the coming of any leader 
whose teachings promised to free 
them from their oppressors, who not 
only treated them with injustice, but 
compeled them to be unjust also. 

"Moreover the law entered that the 
offense might abound." Still the peo- 
ple hoped for liberty of conscience, 
though in time many of them came to 

hope more for the opportunity to 

fainted and wished to die.' And God | ov ' ert hrow their oppressors, when, in 
said to Jonah (nature attempted to ! the fi ar of fullin S a 8 ttln under the 
reconcile him) Doest thou well to be ,ash - the y ***** conscience (that 
angry for the gourd?" And he said, uloral guide wuicn never P">mpts any 
I do well to be angry even unto : but rlght action, since all other 
death; I shall be mad as long as I P™n>Pting8 is but the result of an er- 
shall live." Because Jonah had grlev- ror In i" d 6ment), and under thel. 



So they paid the license with stubble 
instead, 

Though it was not lowered, king 
Pharaoh said. 
Ye must pay it In full and obey the 



I may 



For loss to them Is loss to me, 
They must pay the rent; that 



Equal to you, In wealth and power, 
Or my kingdom's not mine one sin- 
gle hour. 

But they growled and grumbled, and 

and said that the lash 
Was too strongly applied; because 

that the trash 
Must not be peddled, they'd formerly 

aold, 

And shared with the king the pre- 



Way," 



der the light of the facts, poor Jonah 1 



ed at the loss of him hopes, the barou 
sought to excuse his action In saving 
Ninevah from defeat by saying that 
Its six score thousand persons could 
not discern between their right hand 
ind their left hand (they knew not 
how the wires were pulled), besides 
much cattle (the slaves or common 



leaders becam 
sors. As long as the people remem- 
bered the lessous of those who taught 
the worship of the spiritual sun, or 
light of conscience, (St. John 1:9, 
"That was the true light which Ught- 
eth every man that cometh into the 
world"), and which was the founda- 

added the belief that the sun, moon 



their "good behavior" towards each ill — tnre of, or ill treatment by, your 
otther whether the happy relations mate not sooner or later 
which first drew them together shall four entire character for the worse 



continue forever j.- not. The recog 
nition of this one simple fact, that is, 
that each one has the moral and le- 
gal right of separation if he or she 
persists in wrong-doing, will have the 
salutary effect of preventing separa- 
tion, Inasmuch as each one will tty 
his and her "level best" to hold the 

other by the very best conduct of to habits of honesty In all their fu 
which he or she la capable. The real- ture transactions so that they would 
Izatlon that he or she may leave the not steal under any temptation which 
other's "bed and board" without re- may otter, so can the young be edu- 
sorting to law will at the very begin cated to look upon wedlock as a 



by IM perceptibly forcing you into the 
Mine channels followed by your hus- 
band or wife and thereby making 
joth of your lives miserable unto the 
md? Is not this thb experience of 
nine-tenths of those who are unsuit- 
ably mated? 



children 



out my name), which they did not at 
once do, for we read, "Nevertheless 
the men rowed hard to bring it to the 
land," but they could not." Then 
they appealed to the Lord (the baron) 
that he should settle the matter, but 
they finally cast out Jonah's name 
which caused the calm they were 
seeking. 

"Then the men feared the baron 
can be trained exceedingly and offered a sacrifice 



nlng of their married life turn their 
minds into the right channels as 
what must be done to continue their 
happy relations. This will cultivate 
their best characteristics from the 
start and squelch all evil inclinations 



Ion for life, 
stances which 
selv--, wll they violate their simple 
promises to be always true to each 
other. It's all In 



John J. Weiss— The books shall be 
forwarded as soon as possible. Glad 
you called attention to the 



unto the baron and made vows." 
(They feared that his decree would 
result In defeat) though they accept- 
ed it, spent more money and prom- 
ised to support the candidates of the 
baron's choice. 
"Now (at this stage) the baron had 



THE TYRANNY 

OF THE TOMB 

And Other Interesting Topics Dis- 
cussed. — A Bride's Refusal to 
Submit to Indignities Before a 
Leering Crowd. 

(By HARRIET M. CLOSZ). 
The tyranny of the tomb Is often 



and i 



nillu. 



i Dm 



NOTE REDUCTIONS. 

Hampden: 18 size, "Special R 
n Jls., »26.00; "New R.-Way." 
ic. jio., 124; Deuber Watch Co., 21 Jla.. 
♦ IT; same 17 Jls., $14. 

Elgin: "Veritas," 23 Jls., $29, 
Father Time," 21 Jls $22.60; "B. W. 
Ruymond," 19 Jls., $20; "B. W. Ray- 
mond," 17 Jls., $18.60. 

Waltham: "Vanguard," 23 Jls., $29; 
"Crescent Street," 21 Jls., $22.60; "Ap- 
pleton. Tracey & Co.., Premier," 17 
jls., $18.60; same, not "Premier," $1«. 

The above guaranteed to pass K. 
Way Inspector!. 

Sundries. Waltham P. 8. Bart- 

lett." or Elgin "Wbeeler," 17 Jls., ad- 
Justed, nickel, $9; same, gilt, $7; same 
HampUen, nickel $8.00; same, not ad- 
Justed $7 Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, nickel, 16 Jls., $6; Elgin or Wal- 
tham nickel, non catchable hair spring 
7 jls., $5; Hampden 7 Jls., gilt $4.60; 
"Standard" or "Century," 7 Jls., $S. 

Al the above in 2, I or 4 ounce all 
verlne case, prepaid. In ailver, or cold 
filled, screw case, accompanied by 
manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 years, $3, or in hunting case. $6 
more. In 26 year sr 



hu..tlng case $8.60 more than In ail- 

verlne case. In solid gold case, $19 

to $60 more. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES. 



r up . 

Jonah (he had refused to name him \\ 
for the*lower office he had hoped for, 
and the great fish was Jonah's de- 
spair, which lasted for the next 
three days and nights, of which he 
tells in the beginning of the next 
during 



slon of the present and when the two 
are merged there Is Inaugurated a sys- 
tematic mode or suffering that Is a 
close second to the stake and the 
thumb screw of Inquisitorial Spain. 
A news Item relates that Peter Paul- 
son (an unlucky name) of Cashton 
Wis., must drive fifteen miles to 
church every Sunday for fifteen years 



human brain and also that the Christ- 
star of christening star, adding its 
Influence to all good coming from tho 
other heavenly bodies, brought the 
arts and sclencea neater to perfec- 
tion, they, as the Christ-star, each Large (6) size Elgin, Waltham or 
thousand years appeared hoped that ^^^SJ^Tmfg 
among the many great Interpreters )B jig., |u . 16 Jls.. adj., $15; small (. 
born there might be spared to them size 7 Jls., $11.60; 16 Jls., $16; 18 Jin'.. 
the one great interpreter (mention- ad J- 'Riverside," extra fine, $24. 

ed in a former article), whose pecul- [ a J^ £ ^ J*}^ 2™ 
lar gift was understood to be the 



lerpretation of the law of Justice 
applied to the affairs of state ii 
the wise men (astrologers), to learn 
the place of that particular 
ter's birth, that they mlghl 



other (will sustained by court). 
The will should have been set aside 
either on the ground of Insanity of the 
testator or the plea of cruelty to au 
imals. A drive of fifteen miles to 
church 



J. H. Brink— We are glad to know 
that, you still keep In the Blade family, 
although you will observe that a great 
change has taken place since you left 
America. We want to keep right on 
just the same and the Blade shall be 
sent as you direct. 



Geo. Vale — We have not the space 

a 30 mile drive every I \° f pare * lhe tablM ; eapecia, - 

ly in parallel column as you desire. 



gold case, $10 to $60 more. Latter 
with diamonds, all In plush bos, pre- 
paid, with guarantee. 

Send for prices of Watches not list- 
ed. Jewelry, Rings. Sliver and Plated 
Ware, Optical Goods and My Tract, 
'Theism In the Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTBIN. 
La Grange. Cook Co., Ill 



JOB PRINTING 

We have a complete Job De- 




BLUE GRASS BLADE 







— 



THE BLADE'S 
LETTER BOX 



much longer. I was born In 1822, so 
>ou bee I am 84 years of age. Wag 
born in Ohio on a farm where schools 
were lew and far between. As a 



I got I 



n refer has got 



uiber having 



W. H. Kerr — Y 
The article to wl 
mislaid soinewh{ 
found, although 
received it. Our 
published in advance of your letter and 
we presume you will read it. 

G. W. Harp— The matter of the 
Home Book has been looked iuto In 
your behalf and it will doubtless be 
received by you in a few days. That 
is If you have not got It by the time 
this is lu print. 

Robert Uuntber — There is much 
truth in what you suggest, and your 
experience is deserving consideration. 
Still we are of the opinion that a na- 
tional organization with all Fivethlnk- 
ers combined, can be made a success 
on new lines. 

Henry Kaiser— Your experience Is a 



got from the toe of a Methodist boot. 

. , r Enclosed is an order tor $2.50, being 
rsonal received- , ' ^ . ' s 



subscription to the Blade.— JESSE J. 
JOHNSON. 

A Hint to Teddy on Race Suicide. 

ill. Vernon, Ind.— As there are 
some two millions or more males than 
females, and as the corporations are 
bringing immigrants In by the hun 
dred thousands every year, suppose 
we dopt male polygamy and give to 
every woman two husbands. One 
could be a bread winner and the oth- 
er preside over the kitchen and wash- 



tnical 



John Singleton— Thanks for the 
clipping. Successful effort, properly 
directed, welcomes such praise. 

A. H. Frank— Ann O'Uelia Dis De 
bar could give cards and spades at 
that game, but she landed on Black 
well's Island for fraud. Its an old 
trick that has been exposed time and 

F. Fronimel— We wish that your 
wish could be gratified concerning tlu 
Rome Book. 

Emily C. Jones— We appreciate your 



chlldbearlng. The woman would then 
be in the position of the queen bee 
and raise boys for slaughter pens, to 
ml our armies and navies and then 
have chaplains appointed over them 
to teach them how to carry out that 
injunction, "Thou ehalt not kill!" ac- 
cording to the tenets of Christianity. 
— DR. JOHN HARPER. 



I'm well pleased with the Blade un 
dor its new management and cer 
tainly Dr. Wilson has given us a val- 
uable book. Yours t ruly. — T. P. 



Wants Picture Changed. 

Gainesville, Fla.-I see by tag by 
subscription has run oue. I send P. 
O. money order for $1.15 cents to pay 
for Blue Grass Blade for one year and 
fifteen cents for pohtage on Wr. Wil- 
son's book. The book is fine. I want 
to ask a favor of you, that is, to drop 
the picture of Mr. Moore that you 
have used so long and use the one I 
send enclosed in this letter. I like it 
better than the old one. The new 
MM look! so much more intellectual. 
— Wm. H. BRACEY. 

Sends a New Prayer. 

Oscar, L T. — As my 
Blue Grass Blade was 
of July, find enclosed 
my subscription for th< 
other year. I like the 
agement of the Blade Hue. Why did 
not you take a more active part In 
writing for it during Bro. Moore's 
time? I failed tb get copy of July 15. 



learning he was up-to-date upon ment will ever come again to bless 

experience, ami he could "cuss a the land, but I do believe in the corn- 



streak.' 



The 

budge him. Well, 

He had heart trouble and galloping 



ing of a 



better day than this, when 
who knows that he is Just 
and honest will feel that he is hap- 
anu uropsy, and, as he pier in his circumstances than the 
did not quit drinking, he soon played j man whose riches have been corrupt- 
out. 1 went up to his room to seeded through injustice, 
him about ten days before he died, i "I pray for the time to come when 
His feet and legs had swelled and we shall have a new standard to 
one had burstcd, but he was game; .guide our children 
and he damned religion and the j teach them that Justice is better than 
preachers with a right good will. ' power, and lead them into the en- 
After that he got so ill that no one nobling faith that truth shall _ 
but the family was allowed to see him quer falsehood in every home where UP-TO'DATE PAMPHL FT 
and the young lady that was in men are free. Under the influence 

charge of the room said to me: "He of higher ideals and more unselfish 019 
black as that coffin, but the aspirations all hate and envy will' / 
anish from our minds, and the only 



Beattyvllle Junction.— Trains Nos. 
3 and 4 with the L. & A. for local 
stations on the L. & A. Railway. 

O. & K. Junction.— Trains Nos. 3 
and 4 with the O. & K. for local sta- 
tions on the O. & K. Railway. 

L. & E. Junctlon.-Train 8 Nos. 1 
and 3 for Mt. Sterling and Intermedi- 
ate points. 

Campton Junction.— All trains con- 
nect with the Mountain Central Ry. 
for Pine Ridge and Campton. 



undertaker has made him took just 



time for the 
out the first 
$1.00 to pay 
Blade for an- 



It It an Old Trick. 

Red House. — I have written to the 
editor of Progressive Thinker to mall 
to you No. 871 of that paper. Will 
i read the third column on first 
page and then explain how it is pos- 
sible that a little girl who cannot 
, write her own name cand and oes 
writ.; hours under some control, 
.shuning great learning. 1 would like 
) have you read most of the paper 
and then use your best reason on the 
different articles. No doubt you 
would like to have e\idence that we 
have a conscious existence after the 
Bali at the physical body. One of 
the most convincing proofs that I 
i received was through the Bangs 
sisters. It will go to you then you 
J can get an exact likeness of your 
' I daughter painted In oil colors and 
n |you will be allowed to see the whole 
I am sure was written by him', and I ] [j™ Ce 
got it copied In one of our papers so ' one 
that I might send it to Freethought >OU 
papers. 1 hope they will publish It and 



Mud i 



, I i 



it l 



iplendid, and see how he is smiling. 

The undertaker had done wonders. 
He looked like he was in a healthy 
sleep. His color was just a flue sun 
tan and his face was plumped out, 
and suie enough, he 
looked at his crossed hands and there 
was a urand 



of Con 

hands, 
but if I 



a long way. 

Took up the Good Work 

Marietta, Ohio., Jas. E. Hughes— I 
sent your paper which contained your 
suggestions to liberals, regarding thi 
constitution of the new state, to a lit 
eral friend of mine, who has move* 
there. Tne other day I received 
paper with an excellent article, which 



a trick would be played upon his de- 
the funreal address fenseless remains he would have 
made the air blue with what the 
Christians call blasphemy. B* w is 
straight goods and everybody is talk- 
ing of his honesty. He was in charge 
of this place for twenty-five years and 
Please j during that time he would receive 
I Hon. J no "c 



vil thought which still must vex us 
w ill be the malice which the bad shall 
forever feel toward the good. When 
conduct Instead of fortune Is made 
the rule by which we Judge all men, 
every boy In all the land, no matter 
how humble his parentage, or how 
new prayer book with limited his opportunity, will feel the 
gold lettering: "Book thrill of hope, and the carpenter's 
Prayer," stuck in his son will know that If only he Is Just 
smile was appropriate, and brave and honest he will be more 
had told him that such respected than the son of any million- 



made by Dr. Wilson at the grave of 
Mr. Henry's aunt, so be sure and 
send me the Blade of July 15th. I 

am sending Senator Joe Bailey's 
"Prayer," a clipping from the St. 
Louis Senii-Weekly Star, 
publish In the Blade and 

Bailey a 
pra>( 

nient. I hope to see the Blade for- j He was 



hope that Freethinkers will have It 
printed in their local papers, for many 
have friends in the new state, who 
might be Influenced by anything con- 
cerning it, which they find in papers 
from their old homes. — HELEN M. 
LUCAS. 

P. S.— Maybe I forgot to renew for 
myself when I sent in some names 
last spring, my last Wrapper looked 
jotted, and maybe a 7 had been made 
W H-, Sa^naiiaUor, I will put 12.00 
Jon my subscription anyhow, and here 
Inclose it. 

Rome Book la Grand. 

Belleview, Fla. -The Rome book re- 
ceived. Many thanks. It Is grand.— 
MRS. C. KELSEY. 

Fascinator and Spellbinder. 

Sweetwater, Texas.— Please find en- 
closed one dollar for another copy of 
"Trip to Rome" (Dr. Wilson's boe.k). 
I hope you wll send It at once. I 
loaned my copy to a friend and when 
I called on him for it he handed me a 
lar, saying, "you can send and get an- 
other." I read the book with more 
interest than any book I ever read. 
I read It through without laying it 
down. Dr. Wilson for me. It is a 
fascinator and spellbinder. There; 
ought to be sold five hundred thous 
and copies of this book. I think It 
will sell for many years. I would like 
for Dr. Wilson to make a trip to the 
British Museum and write a book, giv- 
ing the statements of what he finds 
recorded on those tablets and other 
things of Interest there and there, - 
bouts. I think he can make ui 
enough money to pay the expenses oi 
the trip before he starts. I will guar- 
antee $10.00 from Sweetwater, Texas. 
We have a great many men in 
Sweetwater with too high Intelligence 
to worship ghosts of any kind. I am 
very respectfully.— N. E. BAWCOM. 



ever prosper. 

friend. — N. B| GRAYSON. 

Gives Further Information. 

Locust Corner, O— I wish to ex- 
Press my appreciation of the good 
work you are doing in the Blade and 
especially your fine editorial on the 
Birth of Christ." However, you do 
not handle this subject as It might be 
handled. The references to Herod 
jf Its painting which will be un d Cyrfenius do not furnish the only 
fifteen minnu s. I doubt if ' uara that may be used as date clues, 
a perfect likness of her that Thus Luke is Inconsistent with hlm- 
saw^painted, jou would not parti so!f and glve8 otner data from wh)cn 
H. I R may bo shown that Christ was born 
two years after the death of Herod, 
or B. C. 2, wnile Paul leads us to ln- 
The Blade in the Navy. j fer that Cnrlat wa8 born , ln or pr)or to 

U. S. 8. Paducah. San Pedro de Mar- the year B. C. 90, thus making a total 
c iis, Santo Domingo.- Having taken discrepancy of more than a hundred 
the Blue Grass Blade while stationed 
at the naval 

Md., and finding it about what I de- 



upon either what 

py, for I think this | was bought ur sold, and he expressed 
splendid Free Thought argu- j his contempt for grafts of that kind. 

plain, honest man and a 



aire who ever wasted his father's for 
tune in idle dissipation or soiled his 
father's 

Nashville American. 



Lexington & Eastern Railway Com- 
pany, Effective May 20, 1906. 



MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE' 

BY 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 



I am as ever your true 



straight 

Ing that falls to so many— he drank 
too much for his own good— but he Leave 

was honest at all times. An Episco- No- 2 

palian minister preached his funeral Lexington, Ky 2:25 

sermon, and as the funeral was prl- Winchester, Ky 3:10 

rate I do not know what he said L. & E. Junction, Ky. . . 3 : 25 



He 



t I I 



only | 



l lit 



tie ritualism that 

given a damn for. We defy Christian- 
ity in life, but It gets its whack at 
us when w e are dead. I suppose that 
we must for the present exert our- 
selves and damn It a little harder 
while 



enclose you one dollar 
year's subscription, hiy subscription 
having long since been 
lapse. I have beei away 
states for nearly a year, much longer 
than I thought I would be, that is the 
reason I have not renewed the sub- 
scription. Have been waiting till we 
arrived ln the states, but by sending 
to me addressing U. S. S. Paducah, 
care P. M. New York, I can rely on 
receiving it. Please accept apology 
for the delay in not subscribing be- 
fore.-J. H. BRINK. 

Would Like Fifty Rome Books. 

Charleston, 111— I received the 
Rome book and I am so well pleased 
with It that I want two more of them, 
for which I enclose post office order 
for $2.30. Mr. Wilson wrote the best 
book on this subject I ever read and 
I am only sorry that I am not able to 
buy fifty of them for distrlb 
among my friends. I hope I will meet 
you and Mr. Wilson at our next con- 
greai this fall in Chicago.— F. FROM- 



Mr. Moore was unkind enough to de- 
story it, so I "got mad" and dropped 
the subject in disgust. Allow me to 
congratulate you on the firm stand 
you have token in the Free-love and 
Gorky matters. Respectfully.— 
CHAS. O. HAYS. 



Got Mixed; Now Straight. 

Bodle, Cal— You must have i 
mixed up to some extent In your re- °° urt a8 we " M conte 
cord of subscriptions. I sent you my toward the brlde ' bul 
own and one for Wm. Richards, also cluded 8Uch a caIlil « 



"Not Before All These People." 
The above was the protest of a 
newly made bride In Justice Rue'fc 
court when the groom attempted to 
kiss her. The d/s Moines, Iowa, Cap- 
ital attempts to wittily recount the 
struggles of lira. Whiting and the | ^j^ 80 "' 
sucessful accomplishment of the| 
husbind's purpose by taking forcibly 
tho t.las that wa # refused on account 
of t}ie leering, Insolent personnel of 
the court room. Here was an oppor- 
tunity for Justice Roe to gain the 
gratitude of the woman by declaring 
such a proceeding In contempt of 
court as well as contemptible conduct 

Jaw pre . Winchester. Kj 
order as the Le *ington, Ky 10:10 



.me for A. Solderling, all of Bodle, (?) was strictly within his 

Cal. Finally one came to my address r| e hts - The woman 18 his wlfe ' Her 
and none to either of my friends. We body belonss to nlm and ne can tako 
all felt disappointed. I then wrote and bold her unUI 3UCh tilue as the 
which are made by men, may 
1 to release her. She has abso- 
no rights in the premises at all, 
rute force is in collusion with 
.w and our present system of 
A few days later one"book"cani"e "to |«*"°«** to pIace and hold woman 
I gave that one to Rich- in objection. We have been trying 
This week two come, both tn to b ' at the fact lnt ° tbe brains ° f tn * 




ould not have Hampton Junction. Ky 
Natural Bridge, Ky*. ... 
Torrent, Ky. 
Beattyvllle June. Ky. 
Athol, Ky. 
O. 6 K. June, Ky 
Jackson, Ky 

Train No. 2, daily except Sunday. 
Train No. 4, dally. 



West Bound. 

Leave An 
No. 1 

Ky. 

O. & K. June, Ky. 
Athol, Ky. 

a attyv-ille June, Ky... 7; 26 

Torrent, Ky 7:47 

Campton June, Ky 8:03 

Natural Bridge, Ky 8:01 

Stanton. Ky 8:28 

Clay City, Ky 8:37 

L. & E. Junction. Ky ... 9:t0 



Train No. 1, dally except Sunday. 
Train No. 3, Dally. 



you that if the others had not beene 
mailed on receipt of that letter to 
cancel the subscriptions, keep the 
books and use the money as you saw 



my address with your lecier. I gave 
one to Mr. Solherllng, that filled my 



workingmen that our system of n 
ters and slaves is unjust and we now 



Wants Blade to Prosper. 

East Lynne, Mo.— Please find en- 
closed $1.00 subscription to the 
lilade. I am remitting a little in ad- 
vance purposely and want you to ards referre <i h "n * me. 
count from this date (all too little). ,he drus; store and 8old the book - 
I want the Blade to live and prosper 
and I want to say I heartily agree 
with what Dr. Wilson says concerning 
Freethought funerals. — EMILY 



order for them. 

l>r. Brooks went in the barber shop 

and while waiting for his chance he n f 3 °^ ,h . eir aubjectlon to the slaves 
picked up Richards' Rome Congress 
book and read a page and was so fa- 
vorably Impressed with that he ask- 
ed where he could obtain one. Rich- 



ipitalism. A suppliant exalted 
into rulership will usually become tyr- 
annical, hence, a man held in leach 
by the Industrial Moloch and back- 



precedent, too 
jften asserts his prerogative of do 



>w the two books were not paid for 
Morris Sachs. When It was an- 
. I nounced that a Rome Congress fund 
would be raised to meet the Doctor's ' 



Tha wrongs perpetrated by our 
rsteni against men is only exceeded 
y the Injustice and degradation lore- 



JONES. 



which 



Must Have A Rome Book. 

Shelton, Wash.— My subscription Is 
due, and I enclose $2.25, one for an- 
other year's Blades and tho rest for a 
Rome book. I sent you the money 
once before, but I have not received 
any book yet, so please send me one 
as soon as you can. If one Is sent 
me already, keep the $1.25. You de- 
serve better support, but you know 

Freethinkers are so Indifferent. I am Freelh Inkers should be Socialists, 
heartily ln favor of organization. I . It is only Justice. Old Bro. Moore 
would prefer and believe that If wejwas a great temperance man, but Tlllfil/ ni lum 
were organized Into a secret society, [ could not see that the co operative | KlbK rLAYuU 
we would stay organized longer than ; plan is the only way to realize the 
under any other way. I am anxious to temperance reform. So I am well 
> some one suggest something ln pleosed witth the change you have 



Likes Socialist Doctrine. 

Orangevllle — I see by my tab, 
I tmolosB herewith, that my sub- 
scription Is out sometime ln August, 
so I enclose $1.00 herewith to set the 
tab. ahead to August, 1907. I see| 
you have made a great Improvement 
in the get up of the old paper and are 
introducing more "Socialism," which 
suits me al right. I think all real 



expenses, I sent $2.50 and asked l ' u '"'" a wu,, " ;n - 

Sar-hs to cancel ths subscription for ° f °° ur8e there were plenty of 

the book. I will send the money and rlbaM Jokes passed arolmd by beeT ' 

postage for It and that will make us « llzz:ln K bystanders on the prudery of 

-ven. I will send |S.M by money Mrs ' wh,t,n S and a lot ot advice by 

order. Send same to me. Yours lhe t">'aco-chewing contingent as to 

truly. — G. W. HAMMER. hc,w ,he 

-The Rome Congress book hamlle ' 1 - 



will sell rapidly. Where people can 
see it one will sell dozens In any com- 
munity. The price should have been 



$2.00 or $2.50 t 



of $1.15.-G. W. 



that line. With best wishes for the 
sucess of the Blade as well as your- 
~ O. 



Wooldn't Take $5 for It. 

Mlllford, Neb. — I received the Rome 
Book all right. I am glad you sent 
It, for while I did not feel able to pay 
for It. yet, since I have received and 
read It, I would not take $5 for it If 
I could not get another copy. It Is a 
history of the old world that ought to 
be read In every school In the United 
States. I don't expect to be with yo„ 



made, but you can still mnke a great 
improvement, at least as far as con- 
venience is concerned, but putting the 
name of tho paper and date of Issue 
above the rule lines at the head of 
each page. It would save turning the 
paper to find the date.— Yours, etc.— 
M. S. HAYHURST. 

Well Pleased With Blade. 

Wintersot, Iowa.— Enclosed find 
$1.15. $1.00 of which Is for one year's 



UPON A CORPSE 



Showing the Hyena Sentiment In 
Christianity and a Little Vulturl.. 
tic Sarcasm. 



mtinue until we defy the prece- 
dents of church and state and a long 
battls is before us. 

Senator Bailey's Prayer. 

In closing his recent speech ln the 
senate. Senator Bailey indulged ln 
some reflections aside from the legal 
phase and merits of his argument, 
and which all can indorse. They are 
worth repeating. He said: "I would 
feel th it we were reaching an era ln 
this devoted land where men are to 
be judged by how they act and what 
they have; when Intellect, and not 
fortune, when conduct more than 
birth should be the measure of our 
este. m, and when an honest fame 
should be the goal toward which our 



CHICAGO GAVE DWELLERS 



320 Pages. Cloth, (1.00 

POSTPAID Wl = 

A Story of the Underworld 
and the Ovtrworld 

By rarker H. Sercombe, 

Editor To-Morrow 
Magazine, Chkago. 

Onlv a limited edition of 
this, .',• ■ /will be 

printed. Each copy will bo 
signed by Sercombe Him- 
sell and automatically num- 
bered from 1 up. First 
orders in will get the low 
numbers in rotation exceot 
No. 1, whicta goes to Mib. 
Sercombe. 
Address 



tt Oalumet Ave., Chicago, Oil. 

to CENTS THE COPY. Si A YEAR. 



(By JOHN F. CLARKE). 
A friend and neighbor of mine 

last week. He was a farmer and had ambitious youth should be taught to 

in charge one of Maryland's best toll and hope. 

farms. He was known for his rugged "Mr. President, I am one of thesa 
honesty and his hatred of humbug who believe that *ich time may 
and religion. Being a man of scant ' come— of course I am not so simple- 
education he was often beset bv tho minded as to dream that the old days 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

GOD, SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OF 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS LIFE IS EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 

The Church of Humanity teaches these great discoveries through Ha 
organ, "The Truth About God," which It publishes monthly, and Its school, 
"The Central Kansas Business College," which teachea Stenography, Type- 
writing, Bookkeeping, Commercial Arithmetic. Penmanship, and Spelling, 
and "The Truth About God" ln a general course of study giver by th* tern 
porary International Instructor for the chi rch. 

The Church has 100 LIFE MEMBERS, 
organize and Incorporate. The first thousand members » 
and organizers of the CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 

If you have loved ones you wish rescued from the idolatry of worship- 
ing a dead man named Jesus an.' a myth named God, you should Join this 
Church and it will aid you tn freeing them, and in saving your 1 
from becoming Idolaters by teaching them The Truth About God. 
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Pierre:? Z£jss?££^™™^ fe&wa 

for a yaar's subacrlptlOL to th. "TRUTH ABOUT OOL." Do It 



Editorial 

(Continued from page oue.) 



THE BIBLE IN RELIGION AND POLITICS ADDITIONAL LETTERS 



unavailing if the members of Christ's Kingdom 
leave their churches for Sunday picnii excursions 
and other indulgences ol a like character under the 
disguise of worshipping Hod in nature, or encour- 
aging the poor and the herd-worked to come out 
into God's sunshine. Believe me, the surest wa^ 
to close forever is to open the churches on Sunday 
and through the week and throng then with de- 
vout worshippers and lo^al subjects of Jesus 
Christ.'' 

* Dean Capers may believe it his duty to thank 
Cod for the action of the Mayor ol Lexington and 
the Covernor of Kentucky, in the Sunday closing 
of saloons, but if Cod had anything to do with it, 
he was mighty late iu getting a move on him. The 
Blade opines that it came more from them than 
Cod. 'the Blade further believes that they are 
honest and sincere in their ueteninnatiou to en- 
force the written law. Neither are responsible for 
the law, but both are responsible for the manner oi 
its eniorceiucnt within Uie territory over which 
they have jurisdiction, ft Cod closed the saloons, 
Why did he not close them before now I lie has had 
years in which to try his band We .nc not com- 
plaining that "saloons and gambling dam are 
closed on Sunday, but we do complain that they 
should be closed i'or the sole purpose of seeking to 
benefit the church, as Dean Capers, appears to 
presume. 

The rub comes, however, when tins blind leader 
of the blind declares that even their eltorts will 
be of no avail, it, "the mem ben of Christ's king- 
dom leave their churches for Sunday picnic excur- 
sions and Other indulgences oi a like eharacter. 
And why should people be asked to shut themselves 



greater fallacy was ever indulged in by Chris- 
tinns than that which regards the Bible as a civiliz- 
ing influence and a factor in human development. 
t)n the contrary, it has retarded progress by its 
1'oolisli precept and restricted thought by pre- 
suming to impose a penalty upon all who dare to 
think for themselves and act in act-oruunce with 

Neither 8 religious or political freedom can be 
founded on the Bible. After all it is but a book 
and all hooks are stationary. The race can pro- 
gress tw beyond the teachings or morals of any 
hook, but the book itself, must ever and always 
remain where it is. This is precisely what has hap- 
pened to the Bible. The race has advanced beyond 
it. Humanity needs no such prop and the race 
would still continue to progress, should the Bible 
become extinct. At its best, it is but an imperfect, 
incomplete history. The old testament is but a 
sort of Miunbo-Junibo. patch-work history of the j 
.lews, and the New Testament is but a description 
of the alleged life of Christ and some of those 
who took Bp the quarrel at his death. In thoe bio- 
graphies some valuable lessons may be found, but 
on the whole the book itself, is reaetionairx . non- 
progressive, and its precepts foolishly false. 

There can be no freedom where pains and penal- 

of a given doctrine. Punishment implies restrain!. 
Hence when we read, "He that believeth and is 
baptised shall be saved, but he that believeth not, 
shall be damned," we perceive the grave of mercy, 
the end of charity, and the one damning spot upon 

the eharacter of Christ. It Christ lived, which the 
Blade doubts, and, if C hrist was Cod, which the" 
Blade further doubts, Hun he could not have utter- 
dlul words we have quoted, ami the 



lnd | 



Fop the Blade's Welfare. 

w Windsor, Colorado.— Enclosed 
money order for J4.50. 



Please move my subscription ahead to 
May, liu'T. send one copy of Wilson's 
Roe* BOOS at »1.3u, and for the re- 
mainder send a few copies each of the 
i wo issues of the Blade containing 
funerals orations of Captain Henry 
■ad Mrs. Williamson. Am aware 

for the last two years without having 
paid for it. Am sorry that conditions 
have been such and trust it will bet 
the last time. I believe the Blade 
>vould have much less complaint to 
make if subscriptions were stopped at 

xpitation of subscription. No hon •] 
est man would be permanently offend 

I In not tutting something be had 



among the working classes at the 
very time when they should be most 
thankful to be living in the grand ago 
of progress, when labor-saving ma 
elniHij lightens the burdens every- 
where, and Improvements and bless 
lugs undreamed of by even the 
wealthy of a generation ago are now 
possessed 



of oui 
i the 



alike 



scribers for it in Penryn, but I found 
"in tli u in this little town where the 
people are strictly orthodox and re- 
ligiously hide bound, you might as 
well try to get them to eat the Blade 
a s to read it. One Christian lady 
started a Are in the stove with the 
Ulade and told me that she wished 
I would quit harping on (tod. She said 
it was all the good people could do 



del 



I foiLot to say that the Rome Hook 



for Morris Sachs before the 
, trip to Koine.— S. D. KIUBKH- 



From a Real Worker. 

Dual! ISS Till!. Md.— 1 trust you 
Sill pardon my delay in responding to 
, u r letter of some time ago, and also 
Cor my tardiness in ordering the 
Moore . Memorial pamphlets, for 
which I now enclose you one dollar. 

In the lii>t place 1 lclt too discour- 
aged to order any more, because my 
order for twenty-eight Blades, con 
i.iining fum ml orations 



Mia 



ndertakea to del 



the 



. bit 



. ,i i 



church 



ida; 



called, whom Dean Capers would have his dock 
worship so assidiously, never built or established a 
church. Yet he preached. If the account of ins 
life, as given in the gospel* oc true, he took the 
mountain side tor his church, his pulpit was be- 
neath the umbrageous boughs ol a friendly tree, 
and his baptismal font lay in the waters of the river 
of Jordon. Neither did he preach for revenue or{ 
an agreed stipend, lie failed to past the hat or the 
contribution box, if the Blade has read the account 
correctly. If the people tailed to go to him, he 
went to the people. This is precisely what, Dean 
Capers and his fellow preachers must do If they arc 
to succeed in their mission. Surely, even Dean 
Capers must admit that there is nothing wrong or 
immortal in the green liclds to wander by DOOling 
streams, to gather the Wild dowera and weave them 
into garlands ol Joy, to bask m the glorious sun- 
shine, to feel the pulsing rhythm of sweet music, to 
enjoy the natural beauties that arc around us and 
about us. If he does, then he has not the sense or 
judgment we gave him credit for. 

Further, he presumes too much when he says, 
•"the surest way to close the saloons and gambling 
dens is to open the church on Sunday, etc. It 
might be better for mankind were they 
closed forever, but to talk about opening the 
church, which has been eternally open, is neither 
good logic or good argument. There is more real 
worship in a happy, joytul heart, and may-be it 
can be found at a poker table, than in a splenetic 
deacon repeating the catechism and envying Solo- 
mon his seven hundred wives and three hundred 
concubines. The advocate of the Christian reli- 
gion has a perfect right to be as miserable as he 
feels, but he has no warrant for making the rest 
of humanity fee] wretched, whether on Sunday or 
on .Viouda^. A canting pharisce is despisablc. It 
is snrall gain to emancipate mankind from the slav- 
ery of the treadmill and then deny him the right td 
recreate himself as he may prefer, if Sunday is 
really to benefit the worliinginau, if it is to put 
fresh vigor in his veins and courage in his h art, to 
remind him that he is a man, a human being, and 
not a mere machine, it must be as free from all re- 
straint as possible. 

'Ihen by all means let us have the Sunday band 
conceits for the Almighty can never be injured or 
Offended by a toot on a trombone. Cod will not tly 
into a rage at the sound of the merry, rippling 
laughter of little children as they roll on the green 
sward of our city parks. Plainly it is the sole aim 
of the religionists to drive the people into the 
churches on Sunday that the contribution box may 
be more readily tilled and their present intense ad- 
vocacy of Sunday closing is with an eye to business 
pure and simple, in the hops and expectation ol 
choking down any and all opposition. If Dean 
Capers is going to have a lit or the Willie;, over a 
Sunday picnic, he is unlike that Christ, whose king- 
dom he so glibly preaches, for even Christ denounc- 
ed the hypocritical formalists of his day and gen- 
eration. 



log then, as the artful invention of some scheming 
priest who sought prolit and power by terrifying 
the ignorant and superstitious. A literal applica- 
tion ol that text means intellectual stagnation, a 
moving forward backwards, the end of all pro- 
gress. Only that the thinkers of the world have 
disregarded and unheeded the direful threat lias 
progress been at all possible and their indepen- 
dence has led to such religious liberty as we now 
enjoy. 

Political freedom fin da no greater incentive from 
within the pages of that book. The doctrine advo- 
cated by Paul, of rendering to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar's, has been quoted and used ap- 
provingly by every petty political tyrant the world 
ever knew. Upon such an authority the people 

bare been pillaged and plundered and at the first 

sign ol revolt or complaint, lmpiisonmcnt, torture 
and death have followed. It has been used by 
kings and priests in their damnable conspiracy to 
enslave the people and they have teen eminently 
succcssful. 

Mut what is the use of discoursing further? The 
Bible is the fountain head of all religious and poli 
ileal oppression. It has even been ^n Old Mat) 1,1 

the Sea, about the neck of the 
Sin bad. It has forged chains w ith 
the world 's best thought, making the 
a man of war, covering him T 
ingless attributes in which 1 
nigh smothered him. 

The Bible has nev( r exercised #ny civilizing in- 
iluenee upon man. It is impotlnt for improve- 
ment. It has been permitted to rim alongside civ- 
ilization and now insists upon claiming the credit 
lor it all. The claim is both fulsome fraud and an 
arrant humbug. 



, C. C. 



,vi\cd. nil hough my neighbor of 
■ease postollice received those I — 
tiered sent him. All the others 1 or 
Jeted sent to friends in .Maryland 
tailed to be received and 1 IBM 
doubted if any of those sent to other 
distant friends were received. Ke- 
eentljr, however, 1 held commuuica 
i ion with some ol those iu lYnii 
v. lvania 1 had ordered copies, and 
those reached their destination, I was 
glad to hear. This renewed my cour- 
SfO and 1 would have written sooner 
out have not had time. However, the 
fact remains that some assitant 
failed to fully perforin his duty— half 



cars, etc.. not to mention free schools. 
Could i. ur grandfathers, who harvest- 
ed au I threshed their crops with the 
sickle and flail, our grandmothers, 
who spun and wove the material and 
made the clothing for the whole fani- 

chine), St less than half the wages 
of the present time (and when the ne- 
cessities of life were correspondingly 
lighter than now) return to live in our 
world now, with all Its great oppor- 
tunities for pleasure and happiness 
(the result of lire'ess efforts of a few 
real Inventors) what a heaven It 
would seem to them! 

i in cental condition of cur alOSOStSatl 
•NMJM !«• to step back a generation or 
two and plod along with the old, slow 
methods nnd low wages of our fore- 
fathers, and learn a lesson in patience. 

It may be readily admitted, how- 
ever, that there is -till room for im- 
provement and that hope holds before 
us a vision of still further achieve- 
ments. Yet is we so little appreciate 

these, when crops are almost allowed 
to waste for lack of help at higher 
wages tltSB ever brfore, perhaps we 
do not deserve any further advance- 
ment. Such language, it seems to me, 
should be left for political dema- 
ve^ues and find no place in a paper 
- vitelline; fur abst lute truth, wit 1 ! 
ideals as lofty as the Blade's. It 



Kit 1 



Wll 



well-dressed tramps infest the coun- 
try, expeettog the best food the farm 
aflcrds, Indignantly refusing and be 
crmlng abusive If offered a cold lunch, 
nnd when tthe most brutal robberie? 
are being committed right in the 
heart of n section where wases are 
$1.20 to 11.00 a day and board, does 



i alt lies 



i'h the 



But 



the 



1 and political 
"ihich to bind 
}rd of Hosts 
s of mean- 



phlcts come safely to hand, 1 shall be 
*.ui-lied. Ifee will think 1 should 
have told you earlier, perhaps, of this 
inadvertence, but 1 was loth to dis- 
turb you witii complaints when you 
had so newly assumed the burden of 
editorship. 

it was my desire, too, to send you 
iu some new subscribers, for 1 not 
only wished to help you, but each 
copy that reached me gave an increas- 
ing admiration for the tine intelli 
0 ence and moral character displayed 
07 its new editor, accompanied by the 
wiali that everybody could bo iu- 
duced to read It and share my pleas- 
ure. If special ra' 



Wishinc 
remain ver 
K. C.ROH. 



the slanderous assaults of the inn 
dels. Poor God! Enclosed please 
tind pestofflce money order for one 
dollar to set me ahead one year in the 
subscription list of the Blade. That 
you and the Blade may live long and 
accomplish much good is the wish of 
jrOSt friend. — HENRY 1 



The Kind that Doe* Good. 

Huston Till*, Ky— in sincere cordial 
approval of your policy And postofflce 
crder for increased per annum for 
I'dide. If any patrons resent the nd- 
VSBOS, pro tSOt him against himself by 
withholding his name from the col- 
umn- and let him silently withdraw 
in si arch of more for his money. 

lb '■ hoping a unanimity of ap- 
proval and promtltude in remittances 
will move you up town much nearer 
if not on Easy street. 

Accept congratulations in having 
\Lii r name as publisher of a classic 

With same avidity that Cervantes. 
HeFoo. Fielding, LeSage and a few 
Dtken were read half a century ago 
A Trip to Rome'' has Just been de- 
voured, bottled, to be later re-read 
with . I.' liberation anil possibility of 
partial digestion and assimilation. As 
one of the inspired is quoted, ''1 
once was young, but now I am old ' 
but le u i have read anything more 
inter, -img. insi ruet i\e. charming in 
rhetoric and matter than Doctor Wil- 

Wliat astounding virility and versa- 
tility: And written as if in a rush 
and confusion of a clamor for "more 
copy." it deserves commendation in 
Booh K. view department of every pe- 
riodica] and it is lamentable that JTOo 
are not financially able to place a 
copy on every desk. 

Conscious incapacity restrains an 
obscure layman from an attempt to 
particularize, but appreciative talent 
mud in ordinary philanthropy pnb- 
llsh tl mtlulM of this book. 

The author is preeminently poet, 
painter, preacher, physician, philoso- 



Rome Book a Treat 
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"Infidelity implies J eat motion," suggests a fladg- 
ling preacher who has just graduated from one of 
the Kentucky seeelaiastieal mills, and it is. Just 
as an unsafe and ruined building must come down 
to make place for a better, so the old falsehood 
must be eradicated before the new truth can take 
root. The destroyer and the builder arc interde- 
pendent, the one useless without the other. Even 
in theology all creative gods are destructive gods 
for creation implies destruction. The iiible pic- 
tures its god but once as a creator, after that he is 
ever and always a destroyer. Even Christ destroy- 
ed obi faiths ami the church stands today upon the 
broken altars of Jove and Baal, of Isis and Ashtar- 



it tor just 
number ol friends 
ai that time, whose orthodoxy uughi 
DOt) however, have permitted them to 
appieciate the pearls ot thought as 1 
did, and mey might not have cared to 

receive U lomj. 

Uke all your admiring subscribers, 
I nave been amazed at the unexpect- 



edly 



Bla< 



which 



tad 



lb. 



del 



mted ihr 



millio 



1' un- 



known deities. The cry of "destruction'' invaria- 
nly comes from those who have builded nothing. 



The advocates of Freelove, so-called, rely largely 
on sentiment rather than reason. As a matter of 
iaet love is not free, cannot be free, but is bound 
b) iron rules more inflexible than man made stat- 
utes. Love, as the Ereelovers regard it, purified of 
its dross, is a pretty conception, but a barren ideal- 
ity. The same strange power that is said to be 
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sions, otherwise Sunday is to be twisted from a 
day of rest and recreation into a day of religious 
torture and degeneration. 



i l'alma may well feel worried over the 
threatened revolution in his new republic. He 
knows la tter than most men, what is taking place. 

There will be no rebellion, of any moment, until the 
American plutocrat is ready to apply the doctrine 
of "benevolent assimilation, ' and then the world 
can bid an eternal farewell to that Cuban liberty, 
for which even American blood was spilled. 



dash 



, to the de< 



! hi { 
>st hell. It i 



man who may drive Apollo's steeds and safely 
guide the chariot of the sun, for love, that same 
love, which might illume the world, may under a 
different system become as lawless as that of a 
Grecian god and a perverted Promethean fire is a 
dangerous brand. 



Why dO| 



ttise ibod 



the deity 

d If till 



the abode of the da 
this one, nothing can deprive us of it. Pn Hunk- 
er and Christian alike, all will be there, ami each 
must be willing to share it with Hie other. Nature 
knows no favorites. There is nothing stipenin t ural. 
All is natural. It must be natural or it is nothing. 



An additional tax is to be _ 
•an labor, if the news dispatches can be read right, 
through the discovery said to have been made by 
food which, if used will 
o work. What labor most 
nd adequate compensation 

it is able to perform now. 
ard from the labor unions, 
dieal as to the iustrinsic 
'Hie discovery is rather 
belated, for our ability to work needed doubling 
just about the time necessity compelled us to 
double the amount o four work, and we all know 
that was many years ago. 



a man named Miles, of ; 
double a man's ability I 
needs is a more litting i 



discoi 



wiih them, I have wondered, too, how 
you could "remain silent so long. 
Each one's way of expressing his sui 
prise nua greatly interested me, as 
t could re-echo the feelings expressed 
uy all. 

Ihere is an element, however, thai 
tcoenlly ha., beeu creeping more 
i.pciily iulo iu columns, which 1 re- 
gret and sometimes damps my en- 
tuusiasm. its Socialism. 1 am not 
unwilling to see their side, but the 
more 1 see the le« 1 like it. The 
mission oi the Socialist ugilatlor is 
a very mistaken one. Surely wages 
were never so good, and the neces- 
sities of life were never so cheap as 

'starving mothers and babies" as was 
recently done by u Wade contribu- 
tor, comes in the voorest possible 
ta-te. a distort ion of the tacts and a 

Boat unworthy attempt to excite 
malice against those who, by indus- 
try and economy, have accumulated 
more of this world's goods. If any- 
where in this broad land, full of work 
for willing hands, any Industrious 
person has siurved, if must have been 
such whose wrongdoing compelled 
them to hide where no food could be 
obtained to escape the law. What 
gf rt of woman Is It who, with condi- 
tions of starvation starring her in the 
face, will accept the responsibilities 
of motherhool? How much sympathy 
is that person deserving of, who, find- 
ing in life the cruelty and tortures of 
starvation, would be so unfeeling, so 
devoid of conscience, as to confer 
that state upon helpltss innocent off 

Is there, anywhere, a record of 
greater selfishness, ever were there a 
■J BtOIS eo faulty as these calamity- 
howlers mistakenly claim? 

It seems to me a great wrong is 
being done by arousing discontent 



pay. do not return any, hut 
toward paying somebody's 
lKistage on Dr. Wilson's book. But 
what a treat the doctor has given us! 
'Tis a long time since I have read so 
interesting a book and the host part 
of It all is, it is true. It claims the 
attention at once and holds It to the 
end. All the fault I can find with it 
is there is not enough of it. 1 hope 
this will not be t ( . last and only book 
he will give us. 

Tln-re are lots I want to say, hut 
your time is valuable and I know you 
are a very busy man, so I will close 
with yours for truth. — I. 8. rir RT T S . 

From an Old Worker. 

will expire on tie Oth, I will sen J yea 
|1 to renew it. I can well Imagine 
your situation, but I can see no way 
to help you. You, like myself, have 
fought for the cause, and never reap- 
ed anything but obloquy from It. 
Your Idea of helping the ' 131a"e has 
not worked in my case. I have paid 
the subscription for several peoplj to 
ether papers, and In no Instance 
would they subscribe themselves 
when ihe subscription run out. You 
huve Improved the Ulade and deaerv} 
encouragement. Hut alas, the most 
deserving often fall to get their le- 

In regard to organiitation the pros 
and cons seem to be about even. Free- 
thinkers could make themselves felt 
in this country If they were organ- 
ized. Hut all freethought organiza- 
tions have failed in this country, even 
the A. 8. Union. What hope is there 
for a new organization? None what- 
ever. 

Some of your correspondents are 
still under the impression that Social- 
ISBI will cure all ills. Nothing is 



tor of Divinity Disillusionment 
i he pithy slang "P. B." of the 50's of 
Inst century, which a few bald-heads 
remember as created t 
by 1'hi lander Q. K. Dot-sticks, 
(perfect brick). 



I or appropriate^ 

Dot-sticks, P. 



sional slang the author has so flt- 
iiiMly injected when percrltlcally, hy- 
per -esthetically fastidious file com- 
plaint against slang which compels 
adoption the earthy commonality is 
remind, d of that divine (?) apostle of 
the beautiful, Oscar Wilde. 

Think of what Crawford missed In 
his Miporeilious self-satisfied seclu- 



nip.e 



with 



Author of 

a few — the rate romances Crawford's 
philosophy does not furnish a thought 
nor his rhetoric a sentence compara- 
ble with least profound and least or- 
nate of Doctor Wilaon'B— and Craw- 
ford is this week included in the list 
of representative American cosmopol- 
itanism. Such is the irony of luck 
an.l fame.-,!. T. BOHON. 



REDUCED RATES TO SOMERSET 
FAIR-$2.60 VIA, QUEEN AND 
CRESCENT ROUTE. 

Fcr the Round-Trip 

Tickets on sale September 4, 5, 6, 
7, with final limit of September 8th 
Ask Ticket agents for particulars. 




the 



t is. 



mi now. If 

every member of society would think 
and act for himself the world would 
be better than what It is. Socialism, 
without reflecting upon its nature, is 
a beautiful doctrine. It brought into 
pi ., tic. it would 1* found that So- 
cialism and stagnation are synuon- 
Imous terms. Hoping Ihe Blade may 
live— ROBKKT OCNTH8R 

Where Orthodoxy Reigns. 

iVniui, Cal— Kditor Blue Crass 
Blade: — I have beeen a regular sub 
■erfber and reader of the Blue Crass 
Blade for many y ars, and now that 
the Blade Is belter than ever before, 
I want to continue to do so and in- 
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Scientific American. 



PATENTS GUARANTEED 
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have been trying to find i 



fee, ,e ■ -cat upon request. 
1 ! . ertiMa lor sale at umi «»|. 

Paleutl ta*en out through us leeeive^ 

GNaattad by lunula I .■• ••< and Investor*. 
Send for sample copy Tf<?X AddiesJ, 
VICTOR J. EVAI- . & CO. 
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